
Protesters return to scene of
Admiralty chaos for
commiseration, clean-up

Protesters cleaning up trash left over from yesterday’s protest against the extradition bill. Photo by Vicky Wong.

Hong Kong Observatory issues No.
8 typhoon warning

Tropical cyclone track of Nalgae. Photo: Hong Kong Observatory
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By Vicky Wong Jun 13, 2019 | 2:26pm Hong Kong time

One day after swaths of Hong Kong were plunged into hours of outright chaos as police used tear gas, rubber bullets, and old fashioned skull-
cracking to disperse a demonstration against a controversial extradition bill, scores of protesters returned to the scene today — to pick up
trash.

The atmosphere around the Legislative Council complex — which demonstrators had surrounded yesterday to prevent a hearing on legal
amendments that would allow renditions to mainland China — was noticeably more subdued this morning. The police presence in the area
was beefed up to allow for trucks and cleaners to remove barricades and debris left behind by the thousands-strong crowd, and service to the
Admiralty MTR station was also suspended.

Things returned to a semblance of normalcy on Harcourt Road in Admiralty this morning, a day after the thoroughfare was
occupied by tens of thousands of protesters. Photo by Vicky Wong.
But a short two-minute walk away from the station, dozens of protesters, some who had been there since last night, were seen collecting
rubbish left behind as thousands hurriedly Ked yesterday’s police onslaught.

The scenes of demonstrators clearing up the mess were reminiscent of the 2014 Umbrella Movement, which international media dubbed “the
politest protest,” with protesters leaving notes apologizing for traTc delays, organizing makeshift recycling stations, and, again, cleaning up
garbage.

Several protesters today — many still wearing the same black T-shirts from the previous night — were seen on all fours tidying up, despite
heavy rain earlier in the morning making their job even more diTcult.

But unlike the Umbrella Movement — which was imbued with a sense of optimism and hope — the aftermath of yesterday’s protest was
marked by a sense of futility and dejection.

A 24-year-old woman, who gave her name as Belle, told Coconuts HK that she didn’t take part in yesterday’s protests, but felt compelled to
come out and help with the clean-up eWort.

“We still have to look after the environment, and at every large-scale protest like this there’s always trash left over. We don’t want to make lives
diTcult for cleaners, so we came out here to help them out and make their jobs easier.”

Protesters cleaning up trash at Tamar Park left over from yesterday’s protest against the extradition bill. Photo by Vicky Wong.
Belle was picking up garbage from some grass on Lung Wo Road, next to Tamar Park, just meters away from Tim Mei Road, where police Xrst
Xred rounds of tear gas at protesters. Today, the street was heavily fortiXed with metal barriers manned by about Xve police oTcers.

Belle said she wasn’t sure if anything would happen today, and wasn’t entirely sure she would stay.

“No one knows, no one knows what the outcome would be or even if we succeed in getting the bill withdrawn,” she said, “but right now it’s
important to look after our city and the people who live in it — that’s our responsibility as Hongkongers.”

Protesters cleaning up trash left over from yesterday’s protest against the extradition bill. Photo by Vicky Wong.
Also helping with the clean-up at Tamar Park was a 30-year-old man, surnamed Wong, who was spotted pushing around an abandoned pram
full of trash he’d collected.

Wong told Coconuts HK that he had come to Admiralty Tuesday evening, staying there all night and through the Xrst half of yesterday’s
protest, but left before police began Xring tear gas. He returned to Admiralty this morning bearing supplies, thinking there would still be
protesters lingering around.

“I decided to come back at 5am, and I thought there would still be people here, so I brought some water and protective gear, but then I turned
up and there was no one here! But I saw it was a mess so I thought I might as well help clean up.”

Wong, who had been collecting trash for Xve hours straight as of about 10:30am, said he wasn’t sure what would happen later today.

“If there are people here, I’ll stay behind and show my support, but it’s been raining very heavily this morning and I’m completely soaked —
who knows?”

He added: “We haven’t won; basically we haven’t really changed anything, but it’s our responsibility as Hongkongers to come out. If we’re not
happy about something, we have to come out and make our voices heard.

“I don’t think there’s anything we can change,” he continued. “We still have freedom for now, so we might as well use it.”

Police stand behind barricades made by protesters yesterday to block people from entering the Central Government OTces
complex. Photo by Vicky Wong.
Meanwhile, a short distance from Tamar Park, small groups of protesters could be seen salvaging supplies left behind yesterday — including
umbrellas, face masks, water bottles, and gloves — just in case protests resumed today, but none of those present seemed to know if there
would be another attempt to occupy the streets.

Just outside the PaciXc Place Mall — which was shut today after protesters had used it to take shelter from the tear gas — a group of about 10
people were seen loading a trolley with plastic bags full of goggles, face masks, water, and snacks.

One of the people in the group, a business owner who declined to give her name, told Coconuts HK that they were taking the supplies to the
Chinese Methodist Church on Hennessy Road in Wan Chai, which was identiXed on social media as one of the places that would provide
shelter for protesters to rest overnight and take part in prayer meetings.

Walking from Admiralty to Wan Chai carrying heavy bags of supplies, the woman said she had been in Admiralty since last night, and that the
group she was traveling with was a ragtag group that included both protesters and people heading to work this morning who had decided to
lend a hand on their way into the oTce.

“We’re really tired, it was really frustrating,” she said of the outcome of yesterday’s protest.

“I think most of us were also there on June 9 [the day of a huge anti-extradition bill rally]. A million people came out, and still we got nothing,
not even any gesture just to try to appease us. They just said, ‘OK, we know, you guys marched,’ and that’s it. People are asking them to
[withdraw] it, but it means nothing to say, ‘OK, I’ll give you two more weeks and you still pass it.’ People are saying that we really object to the
amendment.”

She said she was happy that there were people around the world supporting Hong Kong, but at the same time she still felt powerless, adding
that she knows the Hong Kong government is determined to push through the extradition bill no matter what.

“So you don’t really have hope to change it, but we still have to do something.”

When asked why she still turned up to help out, she replied: “Most of the protesters this time are really young teenagers. I’m no longer a
teenager, so I’m here to support our young generation. I mean, they should be supported, they shouldn’t have to risk their own lives just to ask
for something that they deserve.”
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By Coconuts Hong Kong Nov 2, 2022 | 2:52pm Hong Kong time

The Hong Kong Observatory issued the No. 8 typhoon warning this afternoon with
tropical cyclone Nalgae approaching the city.

The No. 8 northwest gale or storm signal was issued at 1:40pm.

This means that winds with mean speeds of 63 kilometers per hour or more are
expected from the northwest quarter.

“At 6pm, tropical storm Nalgae was centered about 120 kilometers south-southeast of
Hong Kong and is forecast to move northwest at about 10 kilometers per hour edging
closer to the vicinity of the Pearl River Estuary,” said the city’s meteorological agency.

“According to the latest forecast, Nalgae will edge closer to Hong Kong tonight as
compared with the previous forecast and will skirt within 100 kilometers of Hong
Kong.”

Under the inKuence of the rainbands associated with Nalgae, showers over the territory
are expected to become more frequent gradually tonight.

The No. 8 gale or storm signal will remain in force before 10pm tonight.

Nalgae will weaken further. Whether the No. 8 gale or storm signal is maintained
thereafter depends on the degree of weakening of Nalgae. If Nalgae weakens further
into a tropical depression, the observatory will issue a lower tropical cyclone warning
signal.

Seas are very rough with swells. Members of the public are advised to stay away from
the shoreline and not to engage in water sports.

Earlier in the day, the Education Bureau announced that classes at all schools are
suspended today.

The Labour Department reminded employers to make work arrangements for staW
during and after tropical cyclone and rainstorm warnings, including arrangements on
reporting for duty, release from work, resumption of work and work from home (if
applicable).

There are changes to public transport routes. Check out these links for the latest
updates: MTR | KMB | Citybus and NWFB | Star Ferry

However, the Global Financial Leaders’ Investment Summit organized by the Hong
Kong Monetary Authority, which has been hyped by the government as proof that
Hong Kong is “back”, is continuing at the Four Seasons Hotel. The summit features
around 200 Xnanciers from around the world.

Editor’s note: The story has been updated with weather information by the Hong Kong
Observatory at 6pm.
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By Coconuts Hong Kong Nov 1, 2022 | 6:33pm Hong Kong time

The Hong Kong Observatory will consider issuing a No. 8 typhoon warning tomorrow
as severe tropical storm Nalgae approaches Hong Kong. 

The strong wind signal, No. 3 is currently in force.

This means that winds with mean speeds of 41 to 62 kilometers per hour are expected.

“At 6pm, severe tropical storm Nalgae was estimated to be about 340 kilometers south-
southeast of Hong Kong and is forecast to move northwest or north-northwest at about
10 kilometers per hour edging closer to the coast of western Guangdong,” said the city’s
meteorological agency.

“Under the combined eWect of Nalgae and the northeast monsoon, local winds are
generally strong, with occasional gales on high ground.” 

The forecaster said that, although Nalgae would weaken gradually, its degree of
weakening remains uncertain. 

According to the latest forecast, the storm will adopt a track closer to Hong Kong and
skirt within around 150 kilometers to the southwest of the territory tomorrow. 

Local winds are expected to strengthen progressively tomorrow. 

The No. 3 signal will remain in force before 6am tomorrow. 

The observatory said it will consider issuing the No. 8 gale or storm signal during the
day tomorrow. 

“However, the exact timing would depend on the actual variation in local winds. Please
stay alert and take note of the latest weather bulletin before departing tomorrow
morning,” it said.

The outer rainbands of Nalgae are aWecting the northern part of the South China Sea
and the coast of Guangdong. Seas are rough with swells. 

Members of the public are advised to stay away from the shoreline and not to engage in
water sports. 

Those engaging in outdoor work or activities should also take note of the changes in
weather.
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